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Congressman John P. Murtha, D-Johnstown, was in Fayette and
Greene counties Monday with contracts in hand for more than $2 million in
federal grant money for local sewerage projects.


 


Murtha presented the Lower Ten Mile Sanitary Authority with
$1.55 million in Recovery Act funds and the Brownsville Municipal Authority
with $500,000 in grant money from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 313
funding for the 15 counties in southwestern Pennsylvania.




The Lower Ten Mile Authority will use the grant toward Phase II of the
authority's sewer line extension and plant expansion project. The funds will be
used to provide sewer service to 165 homes in the Stony
Point and Reeseman
Trailer Court areas, as well as to expand the
Mather and Williamstown sewage treatment plants. The project will replace
malfunctioning on-lot systems. 




The Brownsville Municipal Authority will use its grant money toward the
estimated $1.6 million cost of installing sewer lines in the Swan Plan in
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Luzerne Township and along Telegraph Road and to Patsy Hillman Park. The area
has had numerous problems with failed on-lot septic systems. The project is
being done in conjunction with the Luzerne Township Sewer Authority.




Swan Plan resident and vice chairman of the Luzerne Township Sewer Authority
Joe Terravecchia said he has been waiting for public sewerage in his neighborhood
since 1973.




"For the past two years, since I've been retired, I've been working to
make this happen. You're probably tired of me knocking on your doors,"
Terravecchia said to Murtha and the other state and federal officials involved
in the funding programs being utilized for the project.




Murtha said he has been involved in projects to clean up the streams and rivers
for the past 35 to 40 years.




"One thing that bothered me, when they did the big cities, it was with
grants, but when it came to the rural areas, it was loan money. It makes a big
difference in the final cost," Murtha said.




The federal grant program requires non-federal sources to provide at least 25
percent of the total project cost and the facilities built with the funds must
be publicly owned.




Fred Provance, chairman of the Brownsville Municipal Authority, said the Swan
Plan project has taken a long time to reach the construction phase.




"It all came down to money to do the job. We have it all in place now,
hopefully," Provance said.




In addition to the Section 313 money, the project will utilize funds from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's Rural Development program, a grant from state
Rep. H. William DeWeese, D-Waynesburg, and local funds.




Art Brower, president of Fayette Engineering, said his firm should have the
final design for the Swan Plan sewer project done by the end of the year, with
the project ready to go out for bids in January or February.
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"We want to bid soon, because the numbers have been coming in real
competitive," Brower said.




Brower said a lower construction cost, combined with the grant funding, could
result in either a lower tap-in fee or lower monthly costs for the customers.
Brower said it should take three to five months to complete the construction,
so the new system should be ready for use by the end of next summer.




"These environmental infrastructure projects really improve public
health," said Col. Michael Crall, the district engineer for the Pittsburgh
District of the Army Corps of Engineers. "Here, today, we get to attack an
infrastructure problem here. I want to commend you, working with state, local
and federal resources to make this happen."




Crall noted that the Section 313 program that has been in place in Pennsylvania since 1992
is now a model for national programs for water and sewerage improvements to
improve water quality.




"It's gratifying to see these programs work and to see the wildlife coming
back," Murtha said. "There were times when we couldn't build a house
in parts of this district because they didn't have water and sewerage. I
appreciate what you folks have done and the Corps administering this program so
effectively to make this area more livable."
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